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Thisreport providesasummary of ozonelevels (smog) throughout Indianaduring the 2000 ozone season (May 1
through September 30). Indianahasfour counties designated as nonattainment for the one-hour ozone health
standard of 125 partsper billion (ppb), meaning 125 partsof ozonein abillion partsof air averaged over one
hour. The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 1997 established anew e ght-hour standard of 85 ppb
to protect the public from longer exposureto ozone. An areaexceedsthe standard when thethree year average
of thefourth highest 8-hour readingsfrom the highest siteinthe areais85 ppb or greater. Six metropolitan areas
of Indianaareat risk of exceeding the new 8-hour health standard, based on the past 3 yearsof data. Although
theimplementation of the 8-hour standard hasbeen delayed, IDEM is continually looking for waysto reduce
ozoneandimproveair quality.

IHEIRHA BEPRETHENT O EAVIROMMENTAL MAHAGERENT

IDEM and locd air agencies collect datafrom 38 0zone monitorsacross Indianaand onein Michigan. Only one
monitor recorded aone-hour average over 125 ppb during the 2000 ozone season. The Granger monitor in St.
Joseph County recorded aone-hour average of 128 ppb of ozone. The highest 8-hour ozone concentrationinthe
state was 103 ppb, recorded at the Michigan City monitor in LaPorte County. The most daysthat 8-hour ozone
averageswereover 85 ppb at asingle monitor wasfive days. Thesereadings occured at two monitors, onein
Morgan County and onein Posey County. During 2000, Southern Indiana’ sNew Albany monitor did not record
any levelsover 85 ppb. The Charlestown monitor recorded ozonelevelsover 85 ppb four timesin 2000.

Themapsbelow show where| DEM and local air agencies placed ozone monitorsfor the 2000 ozone season.
Themap on theleft showsthefourth highest 8-hour ozonelevel at each monitor. Themap ontheright contains

the number of davsthisvear that ozonevalueswere greater than 85 ppb at each monitor.
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Southern Indiana shighest ozonereadingsgenerally occurred at the Charlestown monitor. Thechart above
showsthefour highest 8-hour ozonevauesat the Charlestown monitor. Thefourth highest concentrationsfrom
thehighest Steinan areaarethevaluesused for determining if an areaisin attainment of the ozone health
standard. EPA hasindicated that nonattainment designationsfor the 8-hour standard will likely be based on
1998-2000 data. Clark and Floyd Countiesare currently designated nonattainment for the 1-hour standard, as
part of the L ouisville moderate nonattainment area.

_ Nonattainment meansthat countieswith morethan three
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1-Hour Maximum Readings period are considered not achieving the 1-hour standard.
However, datafrom 1998-2000 show that air qudity in
_,HJ % ) these countiesimproved, so IDEM began the process of
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WhatCanYouDo?

1. Get activein ozone planning for your community. Contact the Kentuckiana Ozone
Prevention Coalition at (502) 574-7275 to receivelocal information about taking aproactive approach to
reduce ozoneand improveair quality.

2. Get in the know about ozone levels. During ozone season, listenor ~ Alert
watch for Ozone Action Day information onyour loca radioand TV stations. You
can even get daily ozonereadings, forecasts, and monitor datafrom Indiana’ s Smog
Watch web site. Check out the Smog Watch Web siteat http://www.state.in.us/idem/ Caution
oam/smog or call our toll-free Smog Watch Forecast Line at (800) 631-2871 from
May through September.

Warning
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Good
3. Reduceyour impact. Rideshare; fill up the car or mow your lawn after :
dusk; and goinsidethe bank or restaurant instead of using the drive-thru. By making “
these effortsyou can help reduce your impact on high ozonedays. For moreinforma:
tion on Indiana sground-level ozonemonitoring or voluntary reductionsprograms, ﬂ3

contact OAQ Outreach at (800) 451-6027.



